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New Inscriptions Discovered in Taiz

Nouman Ahmed S.Al-Azazi
Assistant Professor, History Department, College of Arts.

Taiz University, Taiz, Yemen

(Received 6/10/1432H.; accepted for publication 16/1/1433H.)

Keywords: inscription,ancient History, qataban kingdom,al-maafer region.

Abstract. Taiz region is located in the south-east part of Yemen. In the remote times, Taiz was known
as Almaafer region which included this present Taiz and parts of Lahj governorate. Taiz governorate is
overlooking Bam Almandab Strait which connects the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden and the Arab Sea. Taiz region
could be termed as a civilization bridge combines South Arabia and the Horn of Africa since ancient days.

Even though Taiz region was ruled by different ancient Yemeni kingdoms such as Awsan, Sheba,
Qataban and Himyrates, Taiz remote history has not been recorded yet for its rare and scattered ruins and
studies. This is the reason which led some local historians giving their attention to some of its ruins and
inscriptions.

The importance of this paper is to shed light on new discovery inscriptions which actually reminded
us how Qatabani people worshiped their idols such as “Am” and “Anbai” in Taiz and at the same time
shows us the signification of the new discovery from both the political and religious points of view during
the Qataban kingdom.






CaVEXE foY 11D SL I X E= 1Y o o (1) LUVLs do bl Y 0p 3 s AU dmal- il

ﬂ?!@f;bwcfwé,baayuﬁjjbwjdpa
8 )law — 5 alal dasl

Jde o5 )y ok i il s
GLd] 5 ol 5 LT oo 7 gl s UYL i L] S 05 gmns G dimolo 2], Lka Slea]
2o UV 558 sl 555 eI L Yo S35 50 8515]
walid_elghareb@yahoo.com effendi.eg2002@yahoo.com

(VEFT/Y/AG 2l Js VY VY /Y G 2l pi8)

A 3 i Gl s 5 68l sl Ll S S (5 b Ll & 5 L) e il SIS
& 85l BT dalane e Bedll (o ool douall WU S s s Gl sl L Comdl asehe
ol bl s 5 i 3 o) AL 5 e 5 linal) L ) 55 50l 00,80 St Ui 5 Leany
S 5 G e adT Loy 3 A 885 Choo g Lol ] s &y e b 51 & g 3l g0 1S 2 s LA
el 5T 3 A dikoe iy ool 31 51 sV 5 Zuall U S e 6 ) IV 0 I3 5 ] |
el T delall g o A Al e Sle s JIilly o gedl] el S Al
Fogdl sl pze ) 3505 A 4 S e 55l T dalata AN G A o ST A
%‘w,ai,ai\;uyou&.y%w%)‘@w\aju\ﬁdpﬂcjmﬂbp@‘giwjj\,
(glall panll gy dapudll :d,,my;u\{w;)wm&pysa,u,wﬂng\
oSV el Gamdlly Chandl el Gamedll e Q2 (ol s o goedll oo gl el ] 055
S e (KRD) o) At Y13 o 8 oy ool s o ) g 9 S a5 (EDX) 80 5235541 el
il oy deluall e o cildl i Lo STRU Lialesll Al alas Ladels (5 a0 3 &, il
Jlsb Cils e Aol Lor ) 285 4t Lo ho 0301 ey B oty S 5T il o 31 ey 3
(ol § 0 g0 SV Bloo s 2 oo Aot w5 o5 Il s o ol A5 L Pl il Ll o
G plisal s 6 SV Bl & G AYC Ul SWE Lads plaseal 281 ) ol fo 55
IS 83( S S 55l 830 pltseal s (il Sl oS wad G AT S0 VYO LU

Il el asls 70 S AYC 4L

\Y



B r G e e oY1 O &35 (5
lgladl bls Joths dars 55 b &b
Sl o 5 3 b3 a5 A Bl 1
Al Jso sl o Ll da lall iy LS
el oAl & BMe ezl Sy s e gllall JSCadl
S el el S &b b e
Adhesive dal; 35ke Loy 0 AUl ods B g clrs
SYR Cla.a.» C'LQH eB =Ll o g1 dny 5 material
e Slasdll Jam BLSJs Ol 38 55 g
AU o3l Gl 0 A ol ol
ay ot O wlall planal Com LY S
Y edls e B (Y s A6 B o
sl e 455 5wl T e
W) ol ol g eland) i s pons e U3
el o5 Lael ol a5l o LS ST UL AL
218 5 50 Gl G A s U3
Slladdl o iy el dles day
slitl S Blaally AWl Alas s ) Al
dlg § JLbl paadl e Blaally gl (e
Loy 3 ST ool Sl Sy o il
el B b sl Eu (Hogg et al., 1999: 42)
8sS 8 ik & g doe s (Clark, 1996: 56) Ll
oA 0 A Bl s Gl it
Lk lodly el Llas s .(Birdi, 2003: 1, 2)
Lol Ge el Lo 5l ST B (0 885 e slaey
S A s I fabric (65l i) da b
el ik o 42,5 iy el
oo Al (65l O additives oLLoYI

Lol (V)

Lablooy sl S e 85l LUT dalate o5
e d B Bl e s as st
ipud) sl ] BLYL e I 5 deuidll D51
el Al sl cass o gslall anlly
LoVl ol ST B eI Sl e
oo Ll e 5 Al drelew BT AUS G Sl
Sezb ol Y1 JEY dalzll o bl B
CiiS Eoo (il O N W8l ge e dodadl e
i e sa) Al Aasl BV LIS e,
oF 5ke LBl e Sl e (pY 2 e ApY r A
plrY15 O YN Aalsll oSl o 58 e pot
Ldall S fed s cdalie lulies s IS
@uaﬁwlj&b&qu\ﬁ%joptﬁ\y
S e a5 eslab forming Loolal) -1 IV 23

L] s obedll S5 ol ol I
ks e sy sl 3Lkl gus) el e
A G s @ pasis b UL 5 cuncommon
ool gl 5T Gasleall e cbox vessels (3 sdiall acis
B 4 ol e cosddeiel a5 cday Ll ezl
a5 (ot e s A Y1 S b il
plscaly Coull ¢ 50 50 o Ul JSas @ vl
s )V eda fae w5 Gulall a1 sl
58 A ol & Bl AU vy ) Als
Sl Basl gy VIV o s Lgne wdad o e
slall s aaelis LsYI S a0 o3 ot
LI s o gl I o s b i
Aladl dht de bs (b e 35 (L)



Vo (VEYE /pY 1Y) (ol I () SBY1 5 d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

oo b ddesdl WS e oS sde e 5yle SO
Yy Al (b jallas e Glais 5 ako s 508
iy Al SO Gl ik STE s Al
DU a5 Akl | Gl ol g fads d5all 5 1S
A BLEYL s )l UK 2By Tasl 5 Sy
& goaall 5 Al a2l e okl 5 (6 b s g
ol o Bladly 001 i) sl 2 e S
YT I e G 3 Al sels dsliall O pe
chidl el el (Y,Y,Y)

LAYIGLE 3150 6 ardl amedll 3 b als
Palimater and) Oslxald 31 2 5 AJ) oS 1 Al > 3
Gy 3azy s JS 4l 5 (6T (Johnson, 1988: 138, 139
LT dms s o i Loy Asall 51 4
LA G opdl s sl T Al dsbiall o 4
G LS 55 Sl o 5 LA 51 L b
LBYss G A1 Llas dndsy dmebandl UL
Je Galadl (55 -(Nicholson and Shaw, 2000: 67)
Jor s dede dpadl (5 1 Sl an
g8 B b 2l lipall e 883 o315
Sl el
357 gelll o AT el amedll (Y, Y, Y)
EDX 34> 4

EDX 8~ 51 3551 sesll) 5 AN el
S5 el o g8 50 088 5 Slo shaes Uik
(Healey, 1979: 144) (6 )bl el dai b 5 Sl
Exahos,) JowlST 51 olie 3550 G goall &S 55
s g adll s el ] W35 (20020 195-205
EDX 3> g3 55311 peslll (g5 ATV 0 5805 S

LTS - (Vandiver, 1998: 124) 2kl 4 SN w3101
S e B s 5 3 Lls g cals
ko3l s alas 3 oLl  Nature of Pottery Body
Sl ey Y5 .(Buys and Oakley, 1999: 40, 41)
VI bl ol Sl e e i OF 4 331 10
Slo shae bz 2kl Loty Jamdll Gk
B G Lol deliall Le oS5 dnb e
ik de Ol M (0 .Raw Material pUL|
S S Ol Flpw basdas B me (e pldl S5
o U5 oy L S 5 05 gt 51 U2 51 (53] s
b TS el ae G &)l B3I
islbaal) g o) 2 e Al el Lads Laiets
b ale il hs ol OIS Fl s & A1 Gl

(VA Qusts] (S5) 5l

Ll ;01 3 b g ) 40 (Y)

) 3 50 (1, Y)

BLAYL 4,8 ol &M sae Hla o
G e o plasaals A e il A )
L3l o] o5 A Akl ol Gamdl) Sllas
ol
Lyl 3 b (Y, Y)
sl el (Y, Y, 1)

Visual Examination ol adll 2 b a3
BT Bl V1 (5 o el s ol o L]
U dl- V...a.J (Stolow, 1979: 33) wluwdall jaa.
AR PE [N JORRR PR |

S el ezl e (5 5 - (Sayre, 1988: 41-49) cald)



et 3 Bl aned e JolS a5 gl e Cialll e i

glos O H5lis nd s mo ¢ Joo il
53 gl L 583 ke el 1l 5 &y paae s e s
A JSd i b s e T 001 dakd dlaiil
o B by Bl AL SCedl d b
ol BLSYI ekl &
) O 55 S amddl (Y, Y)

Al Sl O sue e 5 W
el dlae (V) 5l s 5 e el
FASI o Ll asl 51 & 5ls Sl 54255

BLAYL oz ) oo ga ) 535 rod U Lo 00
it o)) lawy L35 ) Odme e Ll 5525 )

C...a)SLSg:,,S\(JL\ g5 (e Tron oxides .\_l.A:i-\JMKSL
MJL;WU\MS)J«J\ g).\busj_>-‘9 (Y)o))..,a_}\
uﬁu‘ww‘&ywmhfﬁu’y‘*ﬂ
JJSKWUJAS};)Y\OJWU@J?}U@J\
FNSN Sl o ol snlsh a2 25l o
.Fine Grains <olood| 585 Lgadons s
MJ}J‘JP}(Y)‘UM‘ 6.4);\‘5
m\bﬁj&MW\jb)&ASyWU
Sl dlls Joi 5 N O0dma Ll s cod sl 7 56 0y
Al ST a2 5]
@JZALCSJWAJ-?‘}(Z)SJM‘@}S‘}
aids Oy bo 5SSl 7 odS S 385 8

Lo sl N1 Gandly (g 5l Lpnams i )

el e S etd ) St 28 Bl s

O daba)l (1) additive materials d3Lal| 1 5L

FEI Qunta ¢ 3l a5 rae = B0 LoV Ll
Go S el G pmy ) Jlay] 525 200
EDX Environmental s> g 33! ;;;“f:“ C...«U.\
Scanning Electron Microscope with Energy Dispersive

095 ol & Jelxu g2 5 cof X-Ray Analysis unit

550 G ol s Ll o (6T o 1]

eS|
7 P 3229 S el Ll I (Y, Y £)
B s S adlly Lyl
fll ol e LNI Budl 3 ALe Sl ylae
BBV R [V RNV PESRCH PR ¥ |
s o) r] o35 cae CadSl sy Sl oLST Lol
o=l o g5 SV el B gy el
s — B Y
XRD dipmnd! 423Y1 5 gm0 oy Jloed] (Y, Y, 0)
ar el B2 s ey Joldl
Lol o8y 0 3 gl S W a3, 50
S Loy deluall bor o o5 dnch g Jo el
Guinier,) &l @ Bl o Lidms S5 e
Jelodl B g ol s sl ) 035 (19842 144
Sl S e XRD diand! dniY 5 g 5 kay
5 Al Lroloe 2231

L (1)
Visual Examination _g.aJl ja>dl (¥, 1)
S Sl pliscaly ol amdll
T 35 o G5 Bl SUl plame OF i
ane o 3185 A Ao 1 2 A LSS a8



VY (VEYE /pY 1Y) (ol I () SBY1 5 d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

IS ey s s 551K Joe Oslas sue
Clly Ol el e Ll s 5 8 sl s 5
O el w5 5 plasl o 5 B A 80y pde S 3 e
2l gl y O 52 e dudadl HLily ol
391 el o AUYT gy ekl (¥, ¥, Y)
EDX &> 4

b 525 EDX dhaul gy &all mhaws IS o5
Bty O3 S ST LS 555 (V) S8
SURPIATA WIS NN PYA LW
Gy e YN JSTy VY, WA Ly el
LYY YA Ly 0L ST U 70, vy
seied M A5 VY iy s 5l ST
LENY Gy p il AaSTy 7Y, 80 Gy
Ty p bl denSTy AY VT g ST ST
AeSTs 10,18 Gy p W) aSTs LY, VY
A 8V dy doad

G S Core SN ikl ol sty Lol
Gty 092 S ST G 3 g 5 e (Y) JSC2)
AeeSTs TV VY Gy a3 gl ST, 7V E VY
Gy pama VI STy v AV Ly gl
LAY E Gy Sl asT Gl Ve, VA
Gy p gl pd) 2enSTs Vv,V el ST
p bl AeaST5 o0 AT g d IS ST, o, €
JeST 5 NV A Gy ) aST o7 0, YT s
vy 00 Ly sl

>l M dill 6 2T e U2 5 (S
ST U gy b S (V) IS G S
Ty p o) ST 87, €Y By 04, S

ies U1 cluldly L)l o o Lol gl
RS PR
el s AT gondly ekl s el (¥, 1)
EDX 84> g 5953
plisealy sy oloe SN sde o o
oWl G SOV el ol amdll 35
ol & Jolen 525 (EDX 3l 5 553 uwl\
(@ e D W G 3lie] 053
el s A1 ol Jolowil s el (¥, ¥, 1)
et Vol dall e a5 3
G (SEM) pewldl (3o oINSy S
Al G35 s 3 Eall O (0) 3y pall 5
o3l S ot 4l 5y g0 3 sy A
L4835 G b zodS 55158 @l sk s s 8) 50l
olE Ol Lidme Slaed 5 (g 515 Ldans A g2
P el e k) & 0l 55 LSS 5 il
il 2T s 5 s o3 S ol SYT &A1 G
£ 30 el gy e (V) 55501 3|5
@W-’)’.'}Q-“M‘L@-WL.; Sha s Sl dale
Slhsk am sy d) BLoYL ol 3és
Laall ol Gans okl 5S35,
3331 g 5 e Sah AUl (5 L 35 g
o o eSS Jas o35 gl ST s
Com (V) 5y peall G S 1 L1 el
G G o Sl 352 el by
(sl 5l il ol 5t ) Bl 35S Lo Al
bl e 31 sk s s ) BLSYHL
o L il Gl Sl Sl 3 5 5 S



e Bl amed Lo JolS A 55 gl e ialll e YA

e Joe 23 Gl 3 by S entdl ol
o BBV & gb 1 2 el ol exiad) Sl
G Dol sda Gand 45y Juab Jos 23 b
Sl gl e Bl b e 5 52 LT
3o 3 a5 i gl S0 OLL Lgias Ly
5 el a5 Ll oY sall e B 2 b ) 50
& hadll ol xS 5 0 )5 JKS Lo Pl i
L oSy ST ey 3 Vil 52l ool
et b 23y 3l Sl jortll g 55 dpdond
Anderson, Games, Domsh (Hogg ef al., 1999: 42)
i 25y s S el el
Cladosborium Sp 5 Penicillium ¢ 53 ¢y & ,kad
i) Zx2 N1 3 gm 2 oy Jloedll (0, F)

wpll e lge ol & S S
Lo gyl G Bl 4 e Ly A
o= 8i02 5,1, e Bod) BasN) sy
o= (Fe203) cslbly (1840-0) o)ls
o= (Fe304) e Uy (oY E- 1Y) o)ls
(= (CaCo3) Cend LSl (1N E-NVY) oS
KAL2Si3ALO10(0H)2 < J¥I5 (* 0AT=0) & LS
Potassium Aluminum Silicate hydroxide o < 3 =l 5
«(Ti02) p 5l Odmay (+00=Y) )lS 0 5
o s (O K 3 \S poledl oda ez
Ll wST e @l G A ses, NI O
Jos G s OF s i gl b lall
Tl OF (S (Lol TS 50 s Y322 OIS 0,41
G oAl es don S S AT e (g 2
5y o el Akl Oslas 5425 Lol (& A

deeSTo 1Y, €8 s O Sl aST /v, 1
JACIS 1 (IR PR eS|
g9 S amdll (£,Y)
Mﬁ»é&ii‘};ot@\u@ﬁiv}w
b o5 o s S pamdl Al Jls
Logiad o5 Bioedao plburaly ;L VI 2 loallodn
o Te Vv S0 ) BLSL e Jle Jas o
VPN WP e IS a (055 5 oo o8 ke
he oLkl Jie (Sey A SIS AN s
SVl 2 bl slae] oW1 o5, dd) 5 & sgmm
Ssid Lf dads Ll Sl o 0555 0
Sl Joe Al el 3 el e S5 5 &k
PDA &y By ,all5 .l il Lede 5as ST 503

Lo OSSR
1- Potato Extract 200 gm
2- Dexestrose 20 gm
3- Agar 20 gm
4- Rose Bengal 10 gm
5- Stiriptomycene Traces
6- Distilled Water 750 Cm3

Crms 50 9_jus Y1 5 Rose Bengal &L5| by

G i 55 bl 2l o LS
gy oy e sl e s ), 0 e SIS Y
Clald Ll ol s A BLs) Gl day o5 Al
il PDA &y o5 claasad) i) Ll |
A5 lghas |3 (5 BLBT g o5 455 81>
M Joe o3 A5 cadine BLLYI 055 0T o5,
S5 S o sl e SO R R2, R3) ol S
Inbie o YA S| B3 Lo BLLYI (a3



K (VEYE /pY 1Y) (ol I () SBY1 5 d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

oo 2SN e 25000 23 e Ll (552
Ol (6, ol o] 2S5 Lo oy, ST

b g S 5T ol ST
bl Ll (9)

T Sl e bl sl S
Ko bl @ pldl OF sl Lasdll e
o2l Gy IS eslabing Lkl 1Y) 23
Byt Dl 1 A LSS e 84S ded 352
sl S N Hulss f s oo Szs
3ms (X & 1Y) oy Lzl Sludall sl
S Sl G ol G ol el e Al
ol 308 5kl bl Sl 5 0y S Ll
Gl Y 5 ) s el (e |S BBl
LV S8 Al ol dnd SO
ekl el ol ) s ) AU e 5 Uil
ib oa Zeluall (3 dessedl dilall OF Clazed
g5 o Bl o ) Byl s Ade 49
FALPY W PR CP S [ PRCH PN PRFCH PO
akal) 50 OsWdl sdas s Nls Sl
el sl esdl s usT a5y L4l
ST o EDX s g 55500 ell) o sIY!
ALl » dsbaall G Gl il of Laf
o323 5ol ST Jro sl SV oy 5 2 ) 2Ll
ATy p oS aSTs gl ST
AeSTs p ool AeaSTs o salidl STy i)
3 oo STy g d U1 ST il
e 3 AL ALkl 5 el el a SN

(’M}CJ‘;’Q}CJ‘}?&&\JZ{JU\QW‘}@\)}
At S A pde ol e Sl gl el
bl e e 5 g ] )
3 5o aod (g5l G (0) K2 G (S e
Sl 08 (CaC03) oSN Jo dzd| sy
L8 o5 Ly (5102) 511y (10AT-0)
=Y ©)lS o8 (Fe203) woslbls (040 -0)
(~‘L\2—\\)a)t_irjﬁ(Fe3o4)¢,.;;?u\j(~o\‘2
Coigllyseiigdly (840-0) <l o3 e JUds
Sodium = b, = ]|y NaMgAISiO2(OH)H20
(3 » Magnesium  Aluminum Silicate Hydroxide
KAL2Si3ALO10(0H)2 < JY¥Is (++V¢=Y) &)lS
Potassium Aluminum Silicate Hydroxide - 5 5 k| 5
bl @l e any (0 010-Y) SIS o5
Jro oY Gan 52 Gl OF 2Vl sy
fadl ol T eSS S
o o sl ol B 8 el BT 455l
|S cdliae 53 S (sd) ad] G o plsial
Fe304 coxaUl o Lol Y 3 A dns,y Ll
Eaall el el (S Lkl Ooles Lams
355 (V) S 31 (51 0 & 5) 2l
CodslSy (1880 -0) wls (5 55,1 S
o5 2 (KALSIOH) p yia V15 p gl o) SISTL)
G el o oy gazdly (1 ETT=V ) o Ls
<, 3 Aluminum Iron Magnesium Silicate —
LS o (Fe203) eslbly (40 r4-Y)
LS @b (Fe304) cwe-Uly (roYe-VY)
B Of el A sy (P E-VY)



ﬁj}iﬂrp}ua;d&&s.x;j}émiwuﬁlzmw Y.

pde &l usTy avort Ve Gy Lo 34 6~
O yeday O1AN s s ol ccd gl Oslas 5 4
.{l/\o~ R¥Y
3 9 53 U S el 3 5 5 ool 3
S Ol SYY L1 3 0o (55l o sl
31 A1 (gl ek G s pldiial 6l = s
Sl a5 Jre Al Oslas 552 5 Lol cisLall
S G A s, dl wrly eIV sl el sl
A s,

Sl & ) Blnall s 21 (0)

&5 253 ol s pamdl) G b il
e b sl s a5l LSO & U oldSS
@,@\@g\jo%;ﬁ)ouﬁﬁtdymﬁ}
ale o |S GV G ) BLOYL & piall d s
tage 5 055y U SO Jadll e S 8>
Slal,l ) BLoYL s el Wby asloo
G &y, LBV Dls e diz G LAl
td b o 5 i ee o
S el (0,1)

p ey Jons (OBl Y1 G355 Jomnd o3
BLoYL Caldl alhl by s (lasul) o daliz
iosall @S B2 5 Ladss W dl
(VN =V )
abdi(e, Y)

Lmd s s 6 5 Y st oS0l Cilars o5
o AWl 3 plasealy IS0 OLL 4301 s
LAl o A alel e me Y15 Bl Al

s il el jamdll e S
3508 Sl el G grenns LAl iy Lol
Blae sl sy Ll HLasYl dals Blas
5158 Sl Wl i)l ol 5 e e ye
S Lpome o1 AL b ) ped 6 S
G AN e Jdoell 5 el aST 5 5 (Ll S5
psed Sl U5 S 592 5 EDX 3 53 55541 euslll
AL G Lab 35 950 51 8L S s

Chidl s S amdll e (S
3k o slip layer Gy B 3odar, celan s
B 0 5b Gl e 5 O 5L el

53,5 pts il gl sl 21 -
(A sl ) Gme 35 el O 2
G ddle 8 > 5l = Wl ys e Ol ek O
5 oo Ml aulsT sy S5 usTy (GAos
G IV ey Lol s amill el oslionl
S Bl 4 3 g5 EDX 3k g1 35300 el
GA Bl s b LI iy Lol 05 S
e b bl 3 0580t i oy
okl 4, Ay I vE Y

ERUN] [P PPV - P PSR WORE S0 IR
b

b a deluall @ dedsndl Akl 0
Sy c Sl s e S s ) B
JHs A Ols S s SUls IS 5V
3 J iy S 5 gl g Lo g5 015 0,401
de OVYs A ey el el
iy Cogl g Eum O A )l Ay ol



Yy (VEYE /pY 1Y) (ol I () SBY1 5 d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

ol Rl L I Ly a5
By de AWl Lol e S SYI  pL
G o B eall ik el 055 Sl
US55 Ul 2l o) o s o5 5 S Al
(Horie, 1998: 106-109) (Koop, 1986: 7-8) (Kotlik -ye
and Zelinger, 1980: 1-4) (Nishiura, 1995: 190, 191)
.(Brus, 1996: 109, 110)
MM0,0)

G plisialy Bl oS ed 5
ATISCE A NN IE RUCH /R NP
S ot Ao Sl el ddas G
G lat o la 0,5 Y o= WS ST el
dl el Lo cnd G (el dlae
i)l S aed Al e sl Jol e &
el oSl e Al e gl S0l 2aladl
Sl oA e Ao e 5V Ol dalad
(VAN LT el 31S e o)l il
JISaw¥l (0, %)

o sl @ Ll o) Gl e
Lo Lin s 0,55 Sk 81 o e i)
(o e Bl a1 il oy 51 S
Ads e CL.&J\ (..hm G S ulans &)l
OIJN cpo le s oy I3 OIS ol g Lael 320 1Y
oda Jtoy el o BN ST Lol 5 i il 4
oAl o e o ISaul Sles ) 212 e
SN e de il Gl Blally e A Slles
SV U fosst L (s 8 paZ Y &y ol
G VN Gy e ks il e Al

Qs el W3 (VY 55l G LS 4t ,E e
plisal LA Cly, B0 gl SO okl
Gty OhtiloslS A 05Vl e s
Osslally JJaall sl oo Lot ST (I sall de Y2
'VM Ver e Ve :"V.whn IRV WA |
il o Lndse Jodl o35 J ) Js
i b f\.xsw\ - |S «(Moncreif and Weaver, 1983)
sl o5 o A1l I A5 1\ Sl
Tetra Sodium Salt Ethylene Diamine Tetra J 4l
PEE) I REEMNWE s LI Acitic Acid (EDTA)
35S da Lo EDTA Jloel o 45 sl -3l L3
= Ll ¢(Stambolov, 1968) (Huda, 2002: 211-213)
R O e e A| PRV
pdsvial 5 83 S Ba Lo Joadl (55 ooV s
YoV Ly saliidly o sbedl AnST G b e
DY pdseals bl o WY QA e
Sl e iz Jle plaseal ol kil
I 55 R G5 e g3 el 5508 Lo
.(Gibson, 1971: 18-22)
S R = ICR Y

O T e > LI CE P
S Yy sl I AN EDTA J k2 s
&y gl (0, £)

Wb g il ol Lslin s Cinnad 1
Ll plaseal o5 S 8 dlee ] 22
Eom 1Y 58 7 AYC W lLUls OH100 SWI -y
Jolsad 51 e glie a3l Lol plaseanl Gua 0]
oS M Sl e 83l B ST el s il



S SV BLOY a2 sl a5 (LSS0
Aald-) 5l bl o Jorld e 25 all SV 01V
ATV RPROWIILL | R RTE [ IFONC Y L HE
plbeil 135 cAlaelall Lulod| Ll 2l 5l (S
el o ol oa s JISau¥lasl JalS o LI
S e oo QAN e Y0 ey oS855 0l
el Lo sl Wi s Leades o calll sas
ATY=Y ) T sl 1S & U1 amlsY)
Jydls &\ (o, V)

1.0 55 5 AY oy JIUINd e pladeal o5
Lsleos Lerdle o eV ey I3l &A1 3
\S J—dls Slaalls e A ddas e olgmi¥l 55
(YE=YY) gy 50l 3

Lo

S o8 o il e de perd Codl Jo 5

s bl ikl 5 e Ol GLAY o
) oo Lol 13 LT Y BLOYL il a5 5 4
deluall o see o gl Gl dnlal Ll B
ol i SO Gl Y 5 301 G 301 5
Golls sl bl et Sl st s fe Flus
b dab s 325 Iy wilss adle G 4l
oar e Lol Jam slazul Lol ol
13 Lol LIl ol 1 13] (5 5 IS 5,
dos e Blalliolt by SN e o Ul (g 22
gl dl el Jo g S il (ol g e
Ol 55518 1A O gVl e e 5ol
O plally Jaall el o ads o U g3l fo ¥ ds

o glal LU Bl 5,8 wlael 2T Cilr e
doind Bdine ddas gay cdlaodl Azl Lol ol
- Ol w5 (Oakley, 1999: 221) A3l e
el 055 0l Lol VU (Kl sl 5
Ols (Fiorentino and Borrelli, 1975: 202) LilaiS
eSSl puto s Lol o Sush sl A8 5 53 s
Loglie I3 0SS Oy (Dowman, 1970: 62-63)
Ol JSTI5 s Al G 5ell s didl by LS5\
3dd Jolrs oo o el SOl Lasad Jolns 055
Jersl dlga 0555 Ol (ol NI 5SS
S5 Ol Y gdas 0 525 VWTs sl Lglinis 5
.(Tennent, 1988: 9, 10) ;)| O ¢ CwliS
Ssle & bl SV Bz ol g S
s G e 331 5 Ol s (Koop, 1999: 138)
Jndl i @ Al ol dadly ol bl Le 3
JI IS dles 1:\; g£ s (Vinas, 2002: 25)
B Jor Bl LY Lan b e (53 s e e
855 Lgolael & il wladll DT Lo DLkl st
do Ol Sy B e A1y 2,11 el
U &l Al Lol 5 Al NI Ol g
I odge Lo ) 4 85 5all (Keats, 1996: 2) &2d-|
sl o35 Liswis a o ol o 301 G 3l
Vi) ds oS5 o ldl G g s Il (0 Ll
Q1S 1ds) oS5 U e ISl 838 131 Je
e adE Jelaed (VYooY 1Y ey (e
5o s Lelais g 53l LT IS il sus Jolas
Lslax 555 OY JI SVl Y dwle fridl
Lol il Jgms &1 S cdelon Caad I ) Jos



Yy (VEYE /oY 1Y) (ol JH() BV d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

Buys, S., and Oakley, V.,: Conservation and Restoration
of Ceramics, London, 1999: 40,41.

Slal y3) Hulu] S5 dlels sl Gastul S
Lalal & pall dedl llas OBV Bleall G
Y44¢:¢ QEJJ:w\ cgw

Stolow, N.,: Conservation Standards for Works of Art
intransit and on Exhibition Unesco, 1979: 33.

Sayre, E.V.,: Application of Compositional Analysis
to the study of Materials Objects of Art and
Archaeology, in: Material Issues in Art and
Archaeology, edited by Sayre, E.V., Druzik, J.,
and Stevenson, C., Pennsylvania, 1988: 41,49.

Palimater, T.V., and Johnson, P.F.,: Techniques for
Archaco — Thermometry, in: Material Issues
in Art and Archaeology, edited by Sayre, E.V.,
Druzik, J., and Stevenson, C., Pennsylvania,
1988: 138, 139.

Nicholson, P. T., and Shaw, I.,: Ancient Egyptian
materials and Technology, Cambridge University
Press, 2000: 67.

Healey, P.M.,: Microscopes and Microscopic life,
London, 1979: 144.

Exahos, G. H.,: Characterization of optical Materials,
U.S.A., 2002: 195, 205.

Guinier A.,: The Structure of the Matter, London,
1984: 14-.

Moncreif, A., and Weaver, G.,: Cleaning, in Science
for Conservator, edited by Ashley - Smith, J.,
London, 1983.

Stambolov, T.,: Notes on Removal of Iron Stain from
Calcareous Stone, in Studies in Conservation,
Vol. 13, No. 1, 1968.

Huda, K.,: Notes on The Efficiency of Ethylene Di
Amine Tetra Acetic Acid Di Sodium Salt, in
Studies in Conservation, Vol. 47, No. 3, 2002:
211-213

Gibson, B. M.,: Methods of Removing White and
Black Deposits from Ancient Pottery, in Studies
in Conservation, Vol. 16, No. 1, 1971, pp.18, 22

Horie, C. V.,: Materials for Conservation, London,
1998: 106, 109

LS EERICR R SO ERRE SRR P
Jsbe plasenals cddall & A0V sl 5, AN )51
LA sl g, ALY p o el L) ¢ 55 e EDTA
oY &l (21 ALY o snall S5 &S]
B ey pgoetlly @il ai Ll el o
T2 ps J.:o‘ﬁ!\ I TR oo ks
do ViV Ly psladly e sadl AST G
Sl D5Y ot s erlid] o D5Y 15
o 30 3l i 5,518 ey il o i e
S e ladst g s Y SR 8 A
Sl 4w 3 Y S0 AYO Il OHT00
of G S A VY O Ul pas
Spemesy dlondl Ll piieyy QLA WS
) IS Qg e Yo iy o 55 0
Bl & 70 5550 AY 0 d I J e o
(A1l J s

el

Hogg, S.T., Macphail, D.S., Oakley V., and Rogers,
P.S.,: Modern Instrumental Methods for The
Study of The Deterioration of Vessel Glass, in:
The Conservation of Glass and Ceramics, edited
by Tennent, N.H., London, 1999: 42.

Clark, S.,: Looking at picture in Historical and
philosophical Issues in the conservation of
cultural Heritage, edited by price, N.S., Taller,
M.K., and Vaccaro, A.M., U.S.A., 1996: 56.

Birdi, K., S.,: Scanning probe Microscopes: Application
in Science and Technology, London, 2003: 1-2.

Vandiver, P.B.,: A review and Proposal of New Criteria
for Production Technologies in la Couleur dans
La Peinture et L’émallage de L’Egypté Ancienne,
Paris, 1998: 124.



e Bl amed Lo JolS A 55 gl e ialll e Y¢

Koop, S. P.,: Restoration Skill or Deceit Manufactured
Replacement Fragments on a Sel juk luster —
glazed ewer, in The Conservation of Glass and
Cermics, edited by Tennent, R.H., London, 1999:
138.

Vinas, S.M.,: Contemporary Theory of Conservation,
in Previews in Conservation, IIC, N.3, 2002:25.

Keats, J.,: The Eye Cares, Looking and Appriciation
in Art Work, in Historical and Philosophical
Issues in The Conservation of Cultural Heritage,
U.S.A., 1996:2.

Zoboo oLt S ol okl (Lo JolS s
ven 3 Lds oVass e &l BV
Gob oal dulys we dalsdl & 5N1 W1
k) Byl 3N e Bl s O
Gxalr UV AUS oo 1 e ol 583 Ly
AYVYor taY eV Gl

B S
33l asland i)y Sl Ul ki
inold plad| Limy ) (ol Do b, gl
Vo e SN QIS iyl it 3 5,8
813 ped s G ol pS Al Esland
o)l 6l 555 G s Bl L ol 5 5

Koop, S. P.,: The use of Paraloid B-72 as an Adhesive:
its Application for Archaeological Ceramics and
other Materials, in: Studies in Conservation, Vol.
31, (1), 1986: 7.8.

Kotlik, P., Justa, P., and Zelinger, J.,: Some Ways
of Polymerization of Methyl Methacrylate, in:
Studies in Conservation, Vol. 25, ( 1), 1980: 1, 4.

Nishiura, T.,: Experimental Evaluation of Stone
Consolidation used in Japan, in: Method of

for The
of Porous Building Material in Monuments,
ICCROM, Rome, 1995: 190,191.

Brus, J., and Kotlik, P.,: Consolidation of Stone by
Mixture of Alkoxy Silane and Acrylic Polymers,
in: Studies in Conservation, Vol.41, (2), 1996:
109,110.

Oakley V.,: A Ressessment of Aspects involved in
The Conservation of Glass Objects for A New
Gallery at The Victoria and Albert Museum, in

Evaluating Products Conservation

The Conservation of Glass and Ceramics, edited
by Tennent, R.H., London, 1999 : 221.

Fiorentino, P., and Borrelli, L.V.,: Apreminiary
Note on The Use of Adhesives and Fillers in The
Restoration of Ancient Egyptian Materials, in
Studies in Conservation, Vol. 20, N.4, 1975: 202.

Dowman, E. A.,: Conservation in The Field Archaeology,
London, 1970: 62-63.

Tennent, R. H.,: The Selection of Suitable Ceramics
Retouching Media in Resins in Conservation,
edited by Tate, J., and Tennent, R. H., Edinburgh,
1988 :9,10.



Yo (VEYE /pY 1Y) (ol I () SBY1 5 d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

JKEY sl Goeke

o Togad il K Slly 8 2 (V) 5 peall
Ll Sans 5,158 Sl 525 b 5 & )
by 7S My S dly JSs A oo

L(10X-CN) 5 5 g o) LwlST G

s hidl O Sy S B0 JE(8) 554l
PSS Sl 3525 b5 il i)
S 2 S ey S5 M e Ll Ganss
L dealST o i Jay 35 2ed) 231
(10X-CN) 1S5 3 o

yww‘ %JJS..‘;J&,\L.S)‘,*;J.‘.E .(\)ZJM‘
ol ST 5,05 2 gy o 55
Sl Sy s Mg WKl b s S5

. (10XCN) S5 6 58

Ao Chidl O s8s SAL 5, po J2 (1) 5 50l
Sy S ol 2925 el s Lol i)
PS5 7S sy S sl (2o 55ame)
N B B e
.(10X-CN)



et 3 Bl aned e JolS a5 gl e Cialll e Y3

ﬁuwdm:yjeoy6JM|UyU|dac\..d(SEM)c..»\llu‘;J&W u,&}ﬂbo)ﬂ‘}d .(0) 5, 52l
(X 113) oSS58 9y &l g2edll MM‘J‘M‘UMb?‘)u&MMW

umbyjcpydjbu.“uywdﬂ dalats dA..aJ(SEM)@a\l‘g;ﬂYlujﬁu‘bﬂbwﬂ J..C (V) 5,54
uﬁM M\JM»P}|MM|M|}~J|UM$‘9>;J‘ML9YL r:é-\ej\.ﬁ‘fjbﬁ\ub}b
.(x200)§'eﬂ.u|ﬁd\;|g_,ﬂ.)|; J‘g.:ﬂu.a.c.:.:}?j



YV (VEYE /pY 1Y) (ol I () SBY1 5 d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

;ﬁ;c,é_,séjuaaloﬁwueu\s,,dly9}4,-(SEM)C.‘LU&;L&}I|9:,SM,JSAQQ&« e JuE. (V)5 50l
Ayl 5 50 58 5 gl g 53 (S and STy s Mg 550 5501 Jo alne Bk g0 L i il o e
8 e Ayl 5Ly Sl G pledl 1 5 ol o 5 BT 80 g2 pde US 5 L gl g Ol gl

(600x) S5 8 8 &l g 5

.cladosborium J.EJ Jﬁf () 3)}@‘ r_”.Lm.N J.laﬁ J:.E .(N) 3)}«4“



s AV

L P G el meondl ddos J12.(V6) 3 5o
T S VY o

G| & ,l5dll J.‘.SJI V.;.c.\s iles J:.E (V) 3, 4all
rabgimrlmb

é}l‘l’jg}ﬁ(\')sjjﬂaﬂ

(oAl ol S iy )b 1L (V V) 8 el

&ﬂ‘r‘%b&ybj‘d&js@ﬁ%(\‘)ajﬂ‘
L4l



Yq (VEYE /pY 1Y) (ol I () SBY1 5 d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

(o) it T ) 5 o A1 a0y JEE . (1) 55 e

é#‘&}‘)ww‘ﬂ?}‘@;zg".l{ Jﬁ(\\)s,_,«a.il

(ol i (s
Ok WWW‘P-(‘V)OJ‘,QA‘

plasily 83 g3l Y1 ISl Tk 12 (YD 850l Anooell oSl oty oS Do Jrod . (VA) 3, 50
RECCTPUE RN W A L



ﬁj}iﬂrp}ua;d&&s.x;j}émiwuﬁlzmw e

M-:_A; y&@y‘wé)w|aﬁw‘&j(Yi)3)M‘ i . ) )
PP e Les o elgi¥l iy ol 12 .(Y1) 3 500l

Sl tomn IS 830 deba ) ALY Lhos J22 (YY) 5 sl

A ) SV pltsezal,

O il o 1 B8l Sl paell il s 22 .(YY)3 gl



Al

(VEYE /pY 1Y) (ol I () SBY1 5 d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

$ ) & il pelandl Ao (g Zinad EDX did) a2 B> it Jand Jioy (1) JKI

5l & el U dakats e dind EDX | iV B it Jaod Ja (Y) S



ﬁj}iﬂrp}ua;d&&s.x;j}émiwuﬁlzmw

-5l & el S dadasd Lol e 5T 2 5 EDX Al a1 B s Jaod Jay L (Y) JSCI

(S AV @ sl o 4 XRD Loodl DY 5 g Jaod Jray () SIS

Y'Y



Yy

(VEYE /pY 1Y) (ol I () SBY1 5 d Ll Y 0p 63 gans UL ol Ul

(S AV @ pl Lodandl s 23 e aad XRD Lindl 2V 5 g Jaod Jroy .(0) SIS

8 Ui LT Akl & 5 and XRD dipand! 4031 5 50 Jaad ey (1) J2)



M}j@@jﬁd&&&@}}é&iﬁ%ﬂ‘“

Examination and Conservation of Human Pottery Coffin from
Saqqara Archaeological Site:
The Faculty of Archaeology Excavation, Cairo University

Waleed Kamel Ali Abdel-latif Hassan Afandy
Director of the follow-up for the restoration of Department of Heritage Resources Management,
Sinai and the Canal, Collage of Tourism and Archaeology,
Ministry of State for Archaeology, Egypt. King Saud University.

effendi.eg2002@yahoo.com

(Received 3/12/1432H.; accepted for publication 9/2/1433H.)

Keywords: pottery, pottery consolidation, pottery coffin, components of pottery, Excavations at Saqqara,
pottery conservation. archaeological excavation.

Abstract. The process of examination and analysis of the mineral components of archaeological
pottery coffin excavated from region of archacological Saqqara gives us an accurate description of the
mineral components and technology industry, particularly the type of clay used in its industry and the
nature of the temper (additives) whether organic or inorganic materials, in addition to description of
firing technique and the change of the mineral composition for the clay body of the pottery coffin by
the firing process through the identification of mineral components and glass phases of the pottery
coffin after the firing process or functional use. As well as it gave us details about the nature of of the
deterioration as a result of manufacturing defects or functional use or as a result of burial in the soil.
This research was applied on a case study of the pottery coffin excavated from region of archaeological
Saqqara, one of the archacological sites dating back to the old and the middle kingdom age and it was
applied on some of the samples or broken pottery fragments of the study case.

Different examinations and analysis have been done by polarized microscope and analysis by scanning
electron microscope with EDX and microbiological examination or analysis by X- ray diffraction of some
pottery fragments in order to diagnose different phenomena of deterioration for assuring on the nature of the
deterioration due to manufacturing defects or effect of burial environment on the other hand, while effect of
burial environment depended on what technology industry caused from deterioration throughout its various
stages. and based on those examinations and analysis have been developed scientific plan for the treatment
and conservation of the archacological pottery coffin excavated from the region of archacological Saqqara
consistent with nature of its deterioration as a result of manufacturing defects or burial in the soil.

The research has come to the importance of using a mixture waker and paraliod B 82 in consolidation
of the archaeological pottery and the use of adhesive paraliod B 72 with concentration 60% in bonding of
broken pottery coffin, and the use of durofixl as a complete material and paraliod B 82% as protection and
insulation material.
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Matrilineal in South Arabia in Light of Previous Studies:
A New Study Approach in Light of the Inscriptions

Nora A. Al-Naim
Assistant Professor, History Department,
King Saud University

(Received 10/1/1433H.; accepted for publication 9/2/1433H.)

Keywords: History - Ancient southern Arabia - A social system - the Matrilineal in South Arabia — South
Arabian Inscriptions
Abstract. Recently some contemporary Southern Arabian scholars revived the theory advocated by some
of the last century scholars namely, the practice of Matrilineal by the Arabs based on a small group of
inscriptions which suggests indirectly the practice of this social system, Although it is in limited cases.
With their recognition of the full sovereignty of Patrilineal- like their predecessors the recent scholars based
their theory in classical writer’s interpretation comparing these interpretation with some of the customs and
traditions practiced by a few tribes in Southern Arabia, and assuming that these are remnants of the old
Matrilineal practice.

This study examines these views and examines the inscriptions in an attempt to verify the validity of
the views mentioned in this paper.
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Abstract. Some of the Sabaean inscriptions recorded war news by leaders who fought on the orders of their
lords, and they were keen to record the details of these wars within the context of religious commemorative
inscriptions through which they come closer to their Gods thanking them for the achieved victories or
captured booty. The booty of these wars were mentioned in detail in many of the inscriptions, among
them the prisoners of wars and this study concerns about them and their conditions. Also the difference
between them, the captives and hostages. This study points to their numbers and the share of temples,
kings, commanders and soldiers of them, as well as ways of treatment. The study shows that the number of
prisoners of wars was less than the captives in addition to the fact that most of the inscriptions dating back to
the Mukarribs» period and to the late Sabaean periods did not mention the terms denoting prisoners of wars.
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Lihyan King-Telmi Son of Han'ws Vision Through Inscriptions
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Abstract. The research is concerned with the study of the reign of Telmi Son of Henouse through the
inscripions carrying his name and dating his reign. The study sheds light on the Lihyan Kingdom, its
location, rule, religion, gods worshiped by its people as well as its Social life as indicated in the inscripions.
The study also focuses on the inscriptions carrying the name of the :King Telmi, which were found in al-
-cula areaum darag mountain al--ikmah Mountain in Tayma qarah site um darag.
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brief reference to the visit of the emperor Hadrian to
Palmyra around 129. After this visit the city received
the title Hadriana Palmyra. 1t is known that Hadrian
after his visit gave Palmyra a new status civitas
libera. A decree of 137 included the fiscal law shows
that the senate of Palmyra was independent by then
and Rome no longer controlled the payment of Taxes.
A round 215 Caracalla gave Palmyra the status of
coloni.

In another bilingual inscription (Greek and
Palmyrean ), that was found on a big console of
column made of calcareous in the sanctuary of
Ba‘alshamin / Palmyra, discovered in 1954,
54X51,5X82 cm, (Dunant, 1971: 57, no. 45A), it's
evident the identification of Ba‘alshamin as Zeus, we
read in Greek: &v[a] ue[v €lviavBla év eQp
A6c], Eva O¢ [€]v Leg dAael, Eva Ot [E]v te[ow]
Apéoc xal tov tétaTov €v teo@ Atapyarteloc h,
“... one here in the temple of Zeus, one in the holy
garden, another in the temple of Ares, and fourth in
the temple of Atargatis,...”, the Palmyrean text: ... hd
tnn bt [b’ldmn w’hd bt ’r]sw w’hd bgnt’ lym [w’rbt’ bt
‘tr'th b, "... one here; in the temple of Ba‘alshamin,
one in the temple of Arsou, one in the divine garden,
and the fourth in the temple of Atargatis,...”. Here we
have a new example of the great honorary dedications
as a witness of the grateful of the caravans for the
gods who work to confirm their security in the long
steps of the desert, which separate Palmyra from
other commercial centers.

In this inscription from Palmyra we find the name
of the sanctuary of Ares or Atargatis. And we know
now that, they were worshipped in a particular saint
place. It is evident also that Ares is the Greek
equivalent god of the Arab Arsou. It is well known that
Azizo is the twin brother of Ares. And these two gods
were worshipped in particularly as protectors of the
caravans, and they were symbolized by the divine star,
which gives light in the night. For this the caravans
choose the sanctuary of Arsou to erect their statue.

In Syria, the god Zeus was described with the
epithets Kupiw and Iatoww i.e.: -Aul [k]uolw kai
"Hoa 6Oeoic matogowc T TovAloc Maé&og
otoat(wtng) Aey(ewvog) Y ku(ENVAIKNC)
(Waddington, 1922). These two epithets appeared in
Palmyra: 1- the epithet Kvoilw in the dedicatory
bilingual inscription (Greek and Palmyrean), that was
found at Dura-Europos/ temple of Zeus-ba‘alshamin,
on a bas-relief, discovered in 1922-23, (Mesnil du
Buisson, 1939: 13, no.23), the Greek runs as follow:

LéAevkog Agvkiov €dawponoa To(v) avdolavta

T Ael kvolw katl APpapouig DOg adToL E€Tovg
vyt unvos AmeAdalov. uvnoOn  Tagatog
I'TdAALtec(?) or ylolaadteg(?). The Palmyrean: ...
Ibl[T]dmyn ’Ik’, “... for ba‘alshamin, the god”. 2- The
epithet Ilatoww in a Greek inscription, found at
Dura-Europos/ temple of the Palmyrean gods, on an
altar, made of calcareous, now in the museum of
Damascus/ the Dura-Europos hall no. 3476, 72,5X27
cm,(Abdul-Hak, S.; and Abdul-Hak, R. 1951: 13):
Oc INMatoww Al feTOAW TV MEOS T OoodvTh
Avo(MAL0g) AlpAavog otoa(TLOTNG)
Aev(ewvog) 0 Zkv(0wrc) Avt(wvewviavng)
ev&apevog avébnkev, “To the national god Zeus
Betylos, god of the habitants of the border of Orontes,
Aurelius Diphilinus, the soldier in the 4™ legion
Scythe of Antonius, dedicated this altar”.

In the inscriptions of Dura-Europos, it was found
the two following Greek inscriptions, both of them
carrying the name of Zeus, the first dated to the
month Dystros 426 of the Seleucids (February-march
115 A.D), 48X42X5 cm, published by (Cumont
1926: 355) and runs as follow: 'Etouvc Jkv’
Avotpov, Avoiag Kdévwvog tov IlatgoAéovg
aviyeloev o avnAdpaoty tovde TOV oikov
kal T Umepaov evoeflag e eic tov Ala
gvekev Kal &g TV €autov Kal E&yyovwv
evwxlav. The second published by (Cumont 1926:
379) and reads as follow: Atdc KaAAwikov AE".

KaAAwixog in the Greek mythology is an epithet
attached properly with Herakles. But some theological
speculations associate this surname with the supreme,
universal and eternal god. From this supreme source go
down the Glory, which illuminate the legal princes and
assure to them the victory on the enemies. This
doctrine was widespread in all the Orient, and it gave
the epithet kaAAlvikog for Zeus. Therefore, the

epithet KaAAlvucog here is nearly a synonym of
Uvelknrog, invictus, a title that is carried sometimes by
the imperators and the celestial gods, especially the
sun, but also Zeus (Cumont 1926: 380). Also in an

inscription from Sweida Zeus was called Au Lot
kat OwodoQw..., and in a Syrian inscription
Ba‘alshamin is directly equated with Zeg Ovpavioc.
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rb> wrhm’ (the good and rewarding). In Latin
“propitious”.

The formula At épioTe kat émnko appeared in
many dedicatory inscriptions, i. e. (Al-As‘ad and
Gawlikowski, 1986: 166): [Au Uiotw kat emnkow
MaAx[og]..., “To Zeus most-high and who listen
malichos..., (Gawlikowski and As‘ad, 1997: 27, no. 7):
[Adi  OYlotew]  [Klat  emnkd[w] Howdnlg
MaAi[x]ov h, “To Zeus most-high and who listen,
Herodes son of malichos h”. (Waddington 2572,
Prentice, 1908: 279, no.353): Au Uylote xal
EMMOW TOV Pwpov avédnkev  TovAwog "Eowg.
ameAevBégov Talov'o® TovAiov Baooov h, “To
Zeus Most High, the answer of prayer, Iulios Eros,
freedman of Gaios Iulios Bassos h, (Seyrig, 1933:
263): Au OYlotw kat émmuow Avavic Neoa
ev&alulevoc  kat  makovo[Beic  avéOnlkev.
(Seyrig, 1933:264): [Au VYilotw kat €[mnklow
ZaAapa[vne TlovAwxvov eOxnv. (Seyrig 1939:
318, Waddington 2574), Aul OViotw kal EMnkow
evEapevog av[€]0nkev [...] YPOCK]..]
MACYIE®HK[]I Xowmatooc 0Oew péyaiw
EAAACYA Ta év 'Eovapget (Cantineau 1931,
Inventaire VI: 13,n0.8): Aul Oiotw kat é[mnkoq...,
“To Zeus the most-high and hearer of prayers ...".

In September A.D 302, an officer, probably of /eg.
I lyricorum, offered an altar to Ba“alshamin
(65%X108X63 cm) and was discovered in 1955,
(Gawlikowski and As‘ad, 1997: 45): Au Oiotw kai
[e]lmnkdw Aoverto[g] omtiowv moivk) evxT[V]
[alveBnkev €toug yix' To[o-] {mwxiov ex’, “To
Zeus the Highest listening to prayers Avitus, optio
princeps, offered to fulfill the promise given in the
prayer in the year 613, the 25" of Gorpiaios”. The
optio in this inscription is of a Palmyrean origin, or at
least a Syrian one. The expression ontiwv mpivkiy,
translated from Latin centurio priceps, equivalent to
the habitual form dnTiwv Tov mpivkinog, which was
found in, for example, a dedicatory altar from Dura-
Europs. The grade of optio which carries the author of
the inscription was in origin characterized of legions. It
designed the officer placed directly under the
centurion, and replaced by “lieutenant”. There is,
however, a bilingual funerary inscription from Dacie
that mentioned in Latin and Palmyrean, a Palmyrean
soldier after his name was optio ex numero
Palmurenorum, or in Palmyrean hftyn, and he was
therefore a party of the Palmyrean auxiliary unity

attached to a legion. The legion might have been at
Palmyra, the Legio Ia Illlyricorum. We know it was
under the realm of Arcadius, about the year 400.

In the bilingual inscription (Greek and Palmyrean
), (Dunant 1971: no. 25A), that was found on an altar
made of dry calcareous in front of the temple of
Ba‘alshamin at Palmyra, discovered in 1935,
114,5X137%X114,5 cm and we read as follow: Au
vYiotw katl émnk]ow MaAiyoc k[at Aoveldog ...,
The Palmyrean text not mentions the name of the
god, it occurs the epithet mr’ ‘Im’, this epithet designs
Ba‘alshamin. The cult of Ba‘alshamin, under its Greek
form “Au V{lotw kai émnkde", subsisted also in
the beginning of IV century, preserved, perhaps, in a
ruined city, by the presence of a Roman garrison.

In the Hellenistic times Zeus was almost a
descriptive term meaning “chief god” rather than the
personal name of a traditional Greek divine character
— It would appear that in the main the process went
the other way and that where Zeus Hypsistos and
Theos Hypsistos existed side by side. The Zeus
Hypsistos form is the earlier and Theos Hypsistos
may be an unofficial synonym for him.

The Palmyreans are the only Semitics who very
often invoked a deity without addressing him by
extremely vague epithets. It must be admitted that,
either under the influence of Greek philosophy or
under Jewish influence, the Palmyreans reached a
conception of the deity that was compatible, in the
ideas of antiquity, with polytheism. The supreme god
was Bel, in Greek Br']/\og, and because of his
supreme rank, they called him Zeus. Then this title
was expressly given to a god who had a wide
diffusion Ba‘al or Ba“alshamin. He is called “Lord of
the world” (mr’ ‘lm’), “good and rewarding god” (tb’
wdkr’), “great and compassionate” (tb> wrhmn’). The
Greek inscriptions read: Al peylot keQauvvie.

Ba‘alshamin “The lord of Heavens” who had
venerated in south Syria and on the coast, was
naturally Zeus and similar in his imagery to Zeus
Olympios whom the Seleucids popularized everywhere
in their domains. In the bilingual inscription (Greek
and Palmyrean), that was found on the console of the
column D that was made of calcareous, at Palmyra in
the temple of Ba‘alshamin, the Greek text S0X38 cm
and the Palmyrean 50X65 cm (CIS II 3959, CIG
4482, Waddington 2585). A remarkable difference
between the two texts (Greek and Palmyrean ) is that
the Palmyrean Ba‘alshamin is render in Greek as
Zeus, an equivalent which clearly tells that the two
were not conceived as two separate personalities.
This inscription which was mentioned above makes a
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and as a god of weather and storm who carry in his
hand the thunderbolt, and he holds a bouquet of
vegetables and fruits, a vine charged with raisin
accompany him under his agricultural aspect. This
double nature expressed also in the inscriptions:
Ba‘alshamin “lord of heavens”, the supreme god is
“Zeus Hypsistos” the Greek equivalent to his name.
He was “lord of the world” and governs the sun and
the moon, which accompany him.

The epithet Oiotw peyiotw appeared also in a
dedication Greek inscription found at Palmyra, on an
altar, discovered in 1925 (Ingholt 1936: 105) and
reads as follow: Au OV]iotw peyiotw Kat emnoq
OV [Bw]uov kal 10 o[vp]nooov av[édnlkeyv ...
The word cvumoowov has in Greek, both the
meaning “Banquet” and "house of the Banquet”.

It is known that the priests of Bel were organized
in thiase, under the annual presidency of the
Symposiarche, and the entrance in this corporation of
this genre must be a high honored, or the new priest
pays a sum of money, as they do the senators and the
magistrates to their entrance in charge by doing an
official sacrifice on their own expensive, followed by
an inseparable banquet of the Palmyrean ceremonies.
In Greek tepeic Oeov peylotov Awwg BrjAov =
kmry’ dy bl, and in another inscription published in
Syria XX (1939): 320-21, it appeared also [teQéwV]
BrjAov, we remember here that the term design the
priests colleges mrzh’ “thiase”. In Palmyrean, only
the great priest carries the title rb’ mrzh’® “head of
thiase”, and the name of his office is rbnwt mrzhwth
dy kmry bl “symposiarche of the priests of Bel”. In
Greek A&OxleQeUS KAl OULUTIOOLAQXNG — Orf
ovumooiaexos. The function of the great priest in
the sanctuary of Bel is: 1) dy dmd ’lhy’ “who served
the gods” 2) wytb 1 gsm’ “and who preside on the
divination”.

The title Zeus Hypsistos is found at numerous
points in the Greek world. A cult conducted by
worshippers of the lower classes at shrine south of the
Pnyx at Athens has left its mark in numerous votive
inscriptions of the late first to the third century of our
era, accompanied by reliefs representing parts of the
body headed by the god. In this we find Al Oplotw,
Oe VPiotw and VPiotw. Accordingly, we have to
consider Oe VPlotw (theos Hypsistos) as well as
Zeus Hypsistos. In Syria Zeus Hypsistos (Au
UPiotw) and Theos Hypsistos (Oeq Oilotw) were
both used to describe the local Ba‘al of a given
region, many of them mountain gods.

The epithet “Zeus Hypsistos” was found in many
Greek inscriptions that were found at the region of
Palmyra, (Ingholt 1936: 104): Au Uyiotw
A[On]vodwolog] tov Mokiuov tov Baun[tob Ap]
MoBa tov .......... ,“To Zeus most-high, Athenodoros,
son of Mokimou, son of taimou, son of matha son of
hh”, (Seyrig 1933: 270): Au OYotw ...toic dvo...,
(Gawlikowski 1973: 97): LOM VOTVM
AMATHALLAT F. SABBITI [hh] OPTIEQ h AIl
YWICTQ [AMABGAJAAAG CABBI[ITOY
...... JINOC. "I(uppiter o(ptimus) M(aximus) — Zeus
hypsistos". This inscription is an ex-voto offered to Zeus
Hypsistos, whose name translates to Latin Iuppiter
Optimus Maximus. At the beginning of the inscription,
the Latin abbreviation corresponds with the Greek Al
UYiotw and designs the Palmyrean Ba‘alshamin and
also the anonymous god. The dedicator of the
inscription is a Palmyrean name, Amatallat, and his
father Sabbitus may be an Optio equitum
(Gawlikowski, 1984: 125). The epithet “Most High”
(hypsistos) was translated into Latin as summus
exsuperantissimus (Teixidor, 1977: 27).

In Syria, especially in Palmyra, in Arabia (Gerasa)
and Hauran the epithet émmkooc is used in
dedications to “Zeus the highest” (A Upiote) or
“Zeus the altar” (Au Pp@). We even could presume
that this deity is in fact Hadad- Ba‘alshamin. In
Palmyra we read in the following dedicatory Greek
inscription, (Seyrig, 1939: 317), the epithet Emtnxoc:
I(oVAog) Avo(MAog) Zape(o)uaBol(c) AIA
ev&aupevos kat Eémakovoleig AUl Emnko[w
vmleg Uyelag avtov xkali] [ovuPliov kol
tékve[v], étoug Cud’. In some inscriptions the god
Zeus carried the epithet Ayiog Emmnkdog (Au ayww
EMnKOw ...). The new epithet Ayiog is equally a
character of the oriental cults. In the sanctuary of Bel
there is a dedication on a small pyre of calcareous
stone with the following text: -eOxaolotet MaAxog
Baoéa to0 MaAiyov évi povw EAenuove Beq.
“Thanks of Malichos son of Bareas son of Malichos
to the god one, alone and compassionate”. This
notion is visual in many numerous Christian texts.
The god of Malichos is unnamed in the inscription;
therefore we can conclude an idea of Christian
dedication.

A series of bilingual inscriptions from Palmyra
dating from A.D 111 to 268 are dedicated in Greek
At Olotw kat émnkow and in Palmyrean : 1bldmn
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In the second bilingual inscription the god
Ba‘ashamin was invoked with the epithet rb> wrhmn’
"the great and compassionate", and this epithets
appeared also in: (CIS II 3988) [1]t dh 1bldmn rb’
wrhmn’ ..., “This altar is for Ba‘alshamin, great and
compassionate ...". In other inscriptions we have the
epithet tb” wdkr’ "the good and bountiful ": (CIS II
3983) and (Cantineau 1930, Inventaire I: 15; no. 5) ...
mn bny mzyn 1bldmn ’lIh’ tb> wdkr’ ..., “...from the
tribe bny m“zyn for Ba‘ashamin, the good and
bountiful god". This formula appeared also in the
following inscription, (Schlumberger, 1951: 167, no.
61): ’ry’ dnh ‘bd bwn’ br ‘'mdbw 1b’dmn tb> wdkr’ "This
lion was made by bwn’ son of ‘mdbw for Ba‘alshamin
the good and bountiful (rewarding)".

It should be noticed that the title “the god who
aids the people”, and gives them the life and peace
corresponded particularly to Ba‘alshamin in the
Hellenistic and the Roman periods, and he became in
Tyre the father of Melgart. At Palmyra he became
“the anonymous god”, he is essentially the good and
rewarding god, and he gives for his believers the
peace that called him Zeus (Mensil du Buisson, 1966:
559).

At Palmyra, many altars and inscriptions were
dedicated to a god with the formula: "for whose name
is blessed forever". This god is just another aspect of
the god Ba‘alshamin, a new aspect, which reflected a
new orientation of the piety. The cult of the god with
no name appeared in Palmyra at the beginning of the

compassionate, one, alone, merciful god, god,
remunerator. In Greek, he is Zeus the very high and
who hears prayers, (A UYlotw peyiotw Kai
emnkow), and for one time god, one, alone,
compassionate (£€vVi pOv@ éAenpov Oeq).

The inscriptions of the anonymous god are very
numerous, there are more than 300 inscriptions
dedicated for this god, ex. Al-Hassani and Starcky
had published two articles; the first was in 1953
(AAS 3: 145-64) which included 15 inscriptions for
the nameless god. The second was in 1957 (AAS: 95-
122) that have seven inscriptions for the same god.
However, the formula “for whose name is blessed
forever” may have helped the faithful to address
themselves to other gods, especially the supreme gods
Bel and Ba‘alshamin, and this would explain the
presence of so many altars dedicated to the
anonymous god in the city. In a bilingual inscription,
found at Palmyra in front of the temple of the
Diocletian camp, (RES 2143), we read in Greek: Al
Vplotw kat EmNk[0@ TOV Pwpov AvEéOnkev
Zaf3dipwl[Aog TOU TapPpwAéove TOoL
Awoapoaiov tov Aifpdvov VUTéQ TN Uyelag
altob Kal Téxwwl[v kat adeAdw, &tovg duL’
Y[negBeoetaiov. The Palmyrean: ... d[krn gqdm
bryk Smh 11m zbdbwl] br yrhbwl’, “.To be
remembered in front of whose name is blessed
forever, zbdbwl son of yrhbwl’...”.

The formula “whose name is blessed forever”,
carries certain marks of the Jewish influence, and in
the old testament we have the invocation which
opened certain dedications “blessed his name for the
eternity” that appeared in the (Psalm, 72: 19): -Be
blessed for ever his glorious name, and in (Daniel 2:
20): -be blessed the name of god, from eternity in

2™ century, and the dedications of the anonymous
god between 103 and 268 A.D started at the moment
where the dedications of Ba‘alshamin became very
rare, and occurred from 67 until A.D 134 (Collart
1969: 204). This is a very paradoxical to see the god
Ba‘alshamin disappeared in such a period where the
inscriptions of Palmyra were the most numerous.

Scholars have identified this anonymous god with
the god Ba‘alshamin “the lord of Heavens” and “Lord
of world”. The analogy between the two gods, the
unnamed and Ba‘alshamin, is certainly evident: The
two gods are gods of storms, the harvest functions that
are relatives to the origin of the cult of Ba‘alshamin are
attested formally in the cult of the anonymous god. The
two gods are also designed in the Greek inscriptions by
the name of Zeus very-high. And finally all the other
gods of Palmyra received frequently from their
believers the epithet good and remunerator, meanwhile
Ba‘alshamin and the unnamed god distinguished by the
epithetcompassionate.

In the inscriptions, the anonymous god qualified
“Lord of the Universe” or “of the eternity” (according
to the meaning of the Aramaic word ‘alma),

eternity.

It can be inferred from the many bilingual
inscriptions that Palmyreans would have accepted
Celsus statement that a deity could be worshiped under
different names by different people. And any Semitic
god whose name could be rendered in Greek by Zeus
was a true Lord of the world. This title and the
frequently used epithets “good” (tb°), “compassionate”
(rhmn’), “merciful” (tyr’), “bountiful” (dkr’), to all of
which the paraphrastic émricoog “the one who listens
to prayers”, corresponds in the Greek inscriptions of
Palmyra, usually accompany a supreme god: thus Bel
and Ba‘alshamin are fully entitled to them.

In the relieves Ba‘alshamin was invoked under
two aspects: the cosmic aspect; that was symbolized
by a regnant winged eagle over the course of stars,
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‘glbwl w* h”. The superiority of Bel appears in his
presidency over his two companions and in the name
of Zeus, which was given to him in the Greek
inscriptions (Seyrig, 1933: 239). There are some
questions such as: Who built the temple of Bel, and
why? Was it a Roman work, why it was dedicated to
the local Bel? Without doubt to not injure the
sentiments of the Palmyreans. If the liaison between
the sanctuary of Bel and the Roman government is
really established, the aim of the new temple becomes
evident: It was a work of propaganda, erected to gain
the sentiments of the population of the city.

The cult of Ba‘alshamin is a common practice in
the pantheons of the ancient Near East. The god, who
is the weather god, the patron of farmers and
shepherds, was worshiped along the Canaanite coast
in the second millennium B.C, and his cult became
the religious patrimony of the Phoenician in the
beginning of the first millennium B.C, when he was
mentioned in the first part of the fourteenth century
B.C. in the treaties included between Shuppiluliuma,
king of the Hittites, and Nigmadu II, king of Ugarite.
The name appeared four centuries later in the
Phoenician inscription of Yehimilk, king of Byblos.
His cult spread toward the arable lands of Syria, and
his preeminence as a supreme weather god was
acknowledged in the Hauran and the Anti-Lebanon
by Arab tribes. And from these two buffer zones
between the coast and the Syrian Desert the cult of
Ba‘alshamin reached Palmyra.

In the Hellenistic period, it was very evident that
the god Ba‘alshamin was worshiped in the Syrian,
Phoenicia and Palestine as a supreme god, the thing
that explains the facility of his diffusion, under the
realm of Antiochus IV Epiphane, the cult of Zeus
Olympios, the Greek god. The equivalence was
established since that time between the lord of
Olympe and the Semitic god of Heavens, but this
assimilation consecrate the universal character of
Ba‘alshamin, and he conserve the aspect of tutelary
god, and we know him in reality in the multiples local
Zeus over the Roman Syria. At Palmyra, where he
appeared in a late period, his cult was secondary, but
it knows hence a notable success and transformed for
the anonymous god.

The god (Ba‘alshamin) Zeus had several epithets
in the Syrian inscriptions, i. e., the epithet Meyictoc,
ie.: -Au Meylotw’ Kavatmvav 6 [dnuog] or Au
Meyiot@w Kavatnve “To Zeus very high of
(Waddington 2412), Au Meylotw
Agafavoc kat' evxnv avryewev (Waddington
2116), ITovmAog AiAwog I'lelopavog PovAevtrg,

Kanata”,

ITovAiov AiAiov PAinmtov vide, v Bevvadng,
dloteunoapevos Al Meyiote €k tov diwv
evoePpav dwéotnoev (Waddington: 23-39).

This epithet appeared also in Palmyra in the
following bilingual inscription (Greek and Palmyrean
), that was found at Taybeh, on a stone, now in the
British museum, (CIS II 3912, Waddington no. 26-
31, CIG 1450), the Greek is:- Au peylotw
Kepavview VMY cwtolag TEA(Larvov) AdQLAVOL
Zep(aotod) tov kvolow AyaBavyeAog ... The
Palmyrean reads as follow:- 1bldmn mr’ ‘lm’ qrb ft’
wrd” gtglm ...

Ba‘alshamin in the above inscription, in Palmyra
and elsewhere is called mr’ ‘Im’ = Ze0g uéyiotog
kepavviog, in name and attributes lord of Heavens.
This title was not given for the other divinities
(Starcky 1990: 153). Another possible meaning of the
title, mr’ ‘Ilm’> (CIS II 3986) = lord of the world, is
probably implied at the same time, and influenced by
the Jewish: rbwn dl ‘wlm rbwn h'wlmyn. The latter
formula has made its way into Islam as " ¢l &,."

The epithet Meyiotog Y{ilotoc appeared in two
bilingual inscriptions (Greek and Palmyrean ), the
first found in the Efga source near Palmyra, on an
altar, dated to 162 A.D, 150X 74 cm, (Al-Hassani
and Starcky, 1957: 102), the Greek: Au V{ilotw

peylotw kat emnowh, “To Zeus most-high and
hearer of prayers ...". The Palmyrean: dkrn tb Imr’
Im’> qrb bwly br zbyd® br hyr.., "In good
remembrance, for the lord of world, offered bwly son
of zbdy’ son of hyrn h". The second inscription found
at Palmyra in the Diocletian camp, on a big altar,
discovered in 1930, now in Damascus, (Gawlikowski,
1973: 92-93), the Greek: [Au UYiote peyiotw kati
emnNkow Mavvaiog AppaBov h, the Palmyrean:
Ibldmn b’ w[r]lhmn’ [t]’ dh wsmk® ‘bd[m‘ny br] ‘mt
..., “To Ba‘ashamin the great and compassionate,
these altar and banquet were made by m‘ny son of ‘mt

The expression dkrn tb (In good remembrance),
that appeared in the above first inscription and in
(CIS 1T 3987): dkrn tb Ibldmn []bd ‘gylw br mlkw
..., “In pious (good) remembrance, for Ba‘alshamin
made ‘gylw son of mlkw...", at Palmyra designed
Ba‘alshamin and the anonymous god. The fact that
the title Lord of the world is intended to Ba‘alshamin,
does not mean that this title is exclusively his. And
this title “Lord of the World” refers sometimes
probably to Bel and not to Ba‘alshamin (Teixidor
1977: 137).
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yada® “Bol know” Boladng, Boloadovg =
Boliadaeus and Boliadeus, Bol-’emmeh “Bol is his
mother” (BoAeppeovg), Bol-nur “Bol is light”

(BoAivoBpog ). Gaddi-bol “my luck is Bol”
(Taddepwr), ‘Ullai-bol “the most-high Bol”, Matten-
bol “the gift of Bol” (Maf8afwi-, MavOBmi-,
MavOppor-) etc. (Milik, 1972: 50-53).

In the inscriptions we have some examples of the
name of Zeus followed by Semitic divinity such as
(Zebg BrjAoc) at Palmyra, and the Egyptian (Zelg
Yaopamic), while the inscriptions of Palmyra named
Ba‘alshamin ZeUg Uyiotw. In Byblos, the father

Melgart has the name of Demarous (6 Anpagovg), a
local epithet of the god. In the triad which present for
us Philon of Byblos, the father god therefore is Zeus
Demarous = Ba‘alshamin = Elion (Mesnil du Buisson,
1966: 555).

Some Greek and Latin gods invocated, or more
exactly, gave their names for oriental divinities from
the same nature, the name of Zeus has convened so
with Bel and Ba%alshamin. The Palmyrean Bel
assimilated with Zebg BrjAog, appellation sometime
preceded by great and good. At the Greco-Roman
period the name of Zeus became synonym of God
and at Palmyra this syncretistic tendency occurred
more frankly in the cult of Ba‘alshamin and the
unnamed god (Starcky, 1985: 92).

The sanctuary of Bel is the most important
monument at Palmyra, it was erected in 32 A.D., and
the cult of Bel was planted at the oasis during all the
Hellenistic period. The cult of Bol, later Bel, in Greek
BnAog or Zellg Bhog is certainly the principal cult at
Palmyra since a very long time, (CIS II 3970):
haoxteoevg  kat  ov[umoola]oxoc  LeQéwv
peylotov Beov Awog Bri[Aov] ... €& Wilwv
avéotmoev €tobg [0l unvog  Eavoucov.
(Seyrig  1937:372): h 710 «ktilua TOD
ueylotov 0eob BrjAov agyvotov étt maAal, kat
LLETA TADTA EIG DLAVOUT|V AEWIOV TOIG LeQeDaL
TOU BT']AOU . .. (Starcky 1949, Inventaire X: 20; no.
24, Seyrig 1941:267): h BAw Oew éE&idiwv
AddoLdavVTV[LIOV avTOV, UNVOS EavolkoL Tov
eov” ét[o]ug. The Palmyrean text in this inscription
has the same meaning of the Greek, except that Bel is
replaced by another word, without doubt ilah (lh),
this means the god (Starcky, 1949:20), and finally,
(Seyrig, 1939: 320 and 321), had published two
dedicatory Greek inscriptions, from the sanctuary of
Bel / Palmyra, written on consoles of columns, The
first which has been dated to 140 A.D and runs as

LeQov

follow: - ...... [Aleyéwvoc teta[otne Lxv]Ouc[nc]
legelg Oeob Pridov &Ml kal CLUTOCLAQXOL
Kaomeguavov Znvofiov ,étoug Bvu’, The second
one goes back to the second century and reads as
follow: - [tOv O- - - legeic peylo[tlov Beov
prAofv émi] [Tlom]Aiov AiAlov [ITomt]iov viov
Legyia [ 1 aoxlegéws [kat ov]wmooQxov
[tegéwv] PrAov  [étovg .1 [... unvog
Alvdvvaio[v].

The name of the god Bel = Brjlog appeared also
in the bilingual inscriptions, (CIS II 3914, RES
2127): h ‘bdw try’ ’If dttyhn dy flz’ dy bbslqg’ rbt’, dy
bt bl mn kyshwn byrh ’dr dnt 486 "they made these

six golden doors of bronze which are in the grand
portico in the temple of Bel, at their own expense, in

the month of *dr, year 486". ... Tac év 1) peyaAn
PacAik) tov Pridov, étovg omv, AvoTEov.
(Cantineau 1933, inventaire IX: 38, no. 26):
bmrzhwth dy km[ry’ dy bl ....... ] byrh b dnt 504 "h. in
the symposiarch of the priests of Bel h.. In the month
of ’Ab, year 504". .. x[al] [c]luvumooidox[ng
legéwv  pelylotov  Beod Awe  PrAlov
............. £t]oug 0P Acov. (CIS 11 3924, RES 811): ...
[bdyl dy] gs wdmd bmg’ r[b’ 1bt’ dy bl], because he
was on their head and helped to build the temple of
Bel”. ... [ktlow T]o0 vaov Pridov. (Cantineau
1933, Inventaire IX: 30, n0.20): ... ’qym[w] [lh k]mry’
dy bl, h "to whom erected the priest of Bel”. hiepeig
Beov peyic[tov Awc] [BrAov], Tewns kai
evvolag €vexev, étovg EE7, un[voc] EavducoD
n’. (Gawlikowski, 1973: 26, Cantineau 1936,
inventaire IX: no. 26): ... [m]d[ynt] slm mrkb sws
wslm bt bl ... "h And the [city] made to him an
equestrian statue and a statue in the temple of Bel h" .

évd[&]t@ oL BnAov tep@ avdoudvta ovopaltt
Plou[Ang kai] dnrjuov. (CIS 1T 3942, RES 818, CIG
4485): h avT) PovAn kal T dMUE Kol Vuvel
AQUTIQOC TLUTIOOIAQXOV TV TO[L Oeov] Alog
Bridov iepéwv alyvelag kal] Tewpng &vekev,
étfouvg Eod” unlvet Eavouc. The Palmyrane part
is nearly totally damaged.

The inscriptions proved that the principal
sanctuary of Palmyra was voted to Bel, Yarhibol and
Aglibol, in (CIS II 3904), which is a bilingual
inscription (Greek and Palmyrene), found at Palmyra,
discovered in 1860, and runs as follow: ®coig
natewols BrAw TaoPwAlw AyAwAw h, [lbl
wyrhbwl w'glbwl w". . ., “To Bel and yrhbwl and
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Abstract: All the civilization of Palmyra is composite, and it's situated in the period of the Roman Empire.
Therefore, it's distinguished evidently from other Syrian cities, hellenized profoundly and participated in the
common phenomena in all the Roman orient. A sure mark of it particularity is confirmed by the use of official
Aramaic, and in the same time the numerous epigraphic bilingual texts. The tendency for syncretism characterizes
the pantheon of the oasis, that amount to about sixty gods named by the dedications or figured on the monuments.

In the witness of the inscriptions, the Palmyrean pantheon appeared very simple but the religion of Palmyra
presents a particular trait: the existence of two supreme gods, Bel (Bol) and Ba‘alshamin. This duality may appear
for us strange, but it can be explained by the origin and the different tradition of the fidels (believers). These dual
divinities, which considered as the lord of the universe, are called also Zeus in Greek. Bear in mind that the god
Zeus in Greco-Roman period became synonym to god, and for the Greek the principal god of all foreign countries
can't be but Zeus.

The identification of the "anonymous god" with Ba‘alshamin in the pantheon of Palmyra is based on a solid
evidence: The two were addressed by the appellation "lord of the world" and in Greek At yiot! | ko ™mKo
"To Zeus the most-high and hearer of prayers", and "good and compassionate", in addition to their agricultural

function.

At Palmyra, it is known that they had a great many
gods, nearly all of them imported, but there were two
main gods, and each of them was a head of a triad,
the first one was: The great god Bel with his two
companions larhibol and Aglibol. The other triad
consisted Ba‘alshamin as the main god, Aglibol and
Malakbel. The two gods, Bel and Ba‘alshamin, are
named Zeus in the Greek inscriptions of Palmyra. As
both of them are designated with the sign, which
characterized the supreme god in Hellenistic religion,
the two gods had not the same origin, and both of
them had from his part, a particular nuance.

The name Bel is not Syrian, it is Akkadian, and
design at first the supreme god of Babylon Bel-
Marduk (Dalley 1995: 138). This god was probably
called at Palmyra Bol, and the name Bel (Bol) is
associated with many Palmyrean god names, such as
Yarhibol, Aglibol, Malakbel and Bolastar. The
monuments depicted him as the absolute cosmic god,
and he is clearly distinguished in both Greek and
Palmyrean Aramaic transcription from its local

counterpart Bol and its Semitic counterpart Ba‘al.
With the Aramaeans, the word ba‘al has the same
meaning of “lord” and “husband”, and the name ba‘al
is a common name for the Cananaeans, Aramaeans
and the Arabs (Lagrange, 1905: 90). Bol is, without
doubt, the ancient name of the principal god of the
oasis and a local form of the word Ba‘al “lord” which
is an appellation, in the Orient, to design many
supreme gods. At the beginning of the Hellenistic
period the name Bol was transformed into Bel, the
Babylonian form of Ba‘l. This Ba‘l, the god of
storm and fertility, was entered at Palmyra under the
appellation of Ba‘alshamin “lord of heavens” with an
Arab tribe, Bene-Ma‘azin, who erected for him a
sanctuary (Starcky, 1990: 153).

The name —bol- appeared in the compound names
of the tribes at Palmyra: bny mtbwl (Ma66afdAion),
bny gdybwl (I'addeipdior) and bny Zbdbwl
(Zaopdipdretor). And in the names of persons: Bol-
barak “Bol blessed” (BoABapayog), Bol-hazai “Bol
saw” (Bohalorwog), and Bolaleoc = Bwlhzy, Bol-
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