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Qtabanic Inscription from Hajar al ‘Aadi - Hareeb Valley
Study in Its Linguistc, Religious, and Historical Meanings
(Hajj-al-‘Adi 35)

Mohammed Ali al-Hajj
Researcher in Ancient Arabic inscriptions Department of Archaeology, King Saud University, And Department of
Archaeology, Sana’a University.
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Keywords: Qatabanian, inscription, bronze, Maryamh, Hareeb.

Abstract: This is a comparative analysis of one of the most important ancient Arabic inscriptions (Qatabanian)
written on bronze. The importance of the inscription is not only because of its linguistic and historic content and
what it present in terms of new ideological and historical evidences, but also for being one of the largest bronze
Qatabanian inscriptions discovered. Moreover, it is dated to the era of (S*hr Ygl Yhrgb) King of Qataban (second
half of the first century BC). The source of the inscription is the ancient city of Maryamh, currently known as Hajar
alAadi in Wadsi Hareeb. The inscription is Dedicatory inscription giving by one of the merchants of ancient city
of Maryamh, who was in Shabwa, the capital of the Kingdom of Hadramout, to the god Hwkm Nbt (the main god
of Maryamh City) in his temple named (Shab’an). The content of the inscription reflects that the owner (S%kr’l
Albranti) has given the god Hwkm Nbt and the gods of the temple named Shab’an, several of donations. These
include a group of idols (statues), as well as two statues of female dogs, all of which are made of bronze. In addition
to that, it reflects his full provided obligations, in a purely obedience towards the idol Hwkm, according to what had
been promising as a tax imposed on his property. It is also in order to continue his obligation to pay the income after
the implementation of a profitable business tasks.
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